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Creative Program Ideas for April 2013 
The birthstone for April is the diamond. 

The flower is the daisy. 

Celebrity Birthdays 
April 1, 1929 ~ Jane Powell 
April 2, 1908 ~ Buddy Ebsen 
April 3, 1924 ~ Marlon Brando 
April 4, 1906 ~ John Cameron Swayze 
April 5, 1949 ~ Ruth Resnik 
April 6, 1959 ~ Tom Arnold 
April 7, 1939 ~ David Frost 
April 8, 1912 ~ Sonja Henie 
April 9, 1928 ~ Tom Lehrer 
April 10, 1915 ~ Harry Morgan 
April 11, 1933 ~ Tony Brown 
April 12, 1947 ~ Tom Clancy 
April 13, 1935 ~ Lyle Waggoner 
April 14, 1935 ~ Loretta Lynn 
April 15, 1933 ~ Roy Clark 

April 16, 1924 ~ Henry Mancini 
April 17, 1919 ~ Nat “King” Cole 
April 18, 1921 ~ Barbara Hale 
April 19, 1903 ~ Eliot Ness 
April 20, 1949 ~ Jessica Lange 
April 21, 1925 ~ Queen Elizabeth II 
April 22, 1935 ~ Glen Campbell 
April 23, 1928 ~ Shirley Temple Black 
April 24, 1934 ~ Shirley MacLaine 
April 25, 1917 ~ Ella Fitzgerald 
April 26, 1909 ~ Al Capp 
April 27, 1902 ~ John Steinbeck 
April 28, 1924 ~ Truman Capote 
April 29, 1918 ~ Pearl Bailey 
April 30, 1937 ~ Warren Beatty 
 

Important Dates in April: 
April 1 April Fool’s Day 

White House Egg Roll 
April 1-30 National Occupational Therapy Month 
April 15 Tax Day 
April 22 Earth Day 
April 25 Red Hat Society Day 
April 21-27 Administrative Professionals’ Week 
April 22-27 National Volunteer Week 

Humor Month: Share your favorite joke or funny story at the beginning of activities 
throughout the month. Encourage the residents, staff and volunteers to be part of the 
fun. Post a “Joke of the Day” on a centrally located bulletin board and acknowledge 
the individual who provided the joke. Children love telling jokes, so don’t forget to 
include the children involved in the intergenerational program in the fun. (Be careful 
not to make fun of ethnicity, religion, or specific individuals.) For sample jokes and 
riddles, visit: http://www.wxs.ca/jr/riddles.html, http://possumsal.homestead.com/ and 
http://www.azkidsnet.com/JSknockjoke.htm. 

Jazz Appreciation Month: Begin by discussing jazz and what makes jazz different 
from other types of music. Identify the musicians synonymous with this musical 
genre. If the local high school has a jazz band, invite them to come and play for the 
residents. Research the lives of some of the jazz greats, such as Louis Armstrong 
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and Dizzy Gillespie. Show the movie, The Jazz Singer, with Al Jolson. Study the 
roots of jazz and the musicians who made it famous, such as Duke Ellington, Cab 
Calloway, Fletcher Henderson and Benny Goodman. For more information, visit: 
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/timeline.htm, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Jazz and 
http://www.jazzstandards.com/history/history-3.htm. 

Poetry Month: Writing poetry can be lots of fun. Group poems can be especially 
enjoyable to create. Feature a different type of poetry style during a weekly creative 
writing activity. Ask a volunteer enter the residents’ finished poems in the computer. 
Print the poems using large, easy to read typeface. Post the poems on the floor/unit 
bulletin board. Feature some of the poems in upcoming facility newsletters. For more 
information about poetry writing, styles and ideas, visit: 
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/47?gclid=CJDB3bf785ECFQmsbwod9Rhjww, 
http://www.poemofquotes.com/articles/poetry_forms.php and 
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/types-of-poetry-all-the-different-types-of-poems.html. 

Community Spirit Days: Discuss what community spirit means to the residents. 
Help the residents identify a special project to help individuals in need who live in the 
local community. Invite community leaders to visit the facility and offer ideas. Collect 
food for the food pantry; collect children’s books for underprivileged children; collect 
food and toys for an animal shelter; organize an open house or health fair; etc. Be 
sure to take part in some of the local events the community has planned for its 
celebration. 

National Garden Month: It's time to organize the facility's Garden Club and prepare 
for spring planting. Discuss what the residents planted in their gardens. Ask the 
residents to look through the seed catalogs and choose new annuals and perennials 
for the garden. Have the residents plant seeds in starter pots and then care for them 
until the seedlings are ready for planting in the garden or raised beds. If the weather 
is nice, take the residents outdoors to help prepare the raised beds for planting when 
the weather is stable with no chance of frost. Contact your local nursery to ask if it 
would provide seedlings at a discounted price (or free) to the residents, especially 
later in the season when most of their inventory has been sold. Be sure to send a 
thank you from the residents acknowledging the donation. 

April 2nd ~ Children’s Book Day: Each year, Children’s Book Day is observed on 
the anniversary of Hans Christian Andersen’s birthday and commemorates the 
importance of children’s literature. Commemorate the day by discussing the many 
children’s books written by this world famous author. Andersen’s books are still read 
to children across the world. Invite the children involved in the intergenerational 
program for a story hour. Have the residents choose which book to read to the 
children. After the book is finished have the participants draw pictures featuring 
scenes from the story. For more information, visit: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Christian_Andersen, http://hca.gilead.org.il/ and 
http://www.andersenfairytales.com/en/main. 
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April 10 ~ National Siblings Day: Ask the residents to bring pictures of their siblings 
to a discussion group. Encourage them to share information about their siblings. 
Invite the residents’ siblings to a special party just for them. Help the residents write 
letters to their siblings. Have the residents write a poem or short story about their 
siblings. Honor the siblings involved in the intergenerational program with a party. For 
more information, visit: http://www.siblingsday.org/. 

April 13 ~ Scrabble Day: Organize Scrabble tournaments on each floor/unit and the 
residents with the highest score will then compete against each other until there are 
two players left. These two players will compete for the championship. Present 
certificates to all the winners and a small trophy to the semi-finalists. The winner 
should get a large trophy to display in his or her room. 

April 15th ~ First McDonald’s Opens: Anniversary: On this date in 1955, the first 
McDonald’s opened in Des Plaines, Illinois. On opening day a hamburger was 15 
cents. When the Big Mac was introduced in 1968, it cost 49 cents. In 1971 you could 
purchase a Quarter Pounder for 53 cents. Today there are more than 31,000 
McDonald’s in 119 countries. Plan an outing to the local McDonald’s or treat the 
residents to McDonald’s hamburgers for dinner or lunch. Discuss why this franchise 
has succeeded. For more information, visit: 
http://www.mcdonalds.com/us/en/our_story/our_history.html. 

April 15 - 21 ~ Spring Astronomy Week: Discuss the science of astronomy and 
telescopes. Contact a local astronomy group and invite the members to present a 
program about astronomy to the residents and children involved in the 
intergenerational program. Discuss how a telescope is made, how it works, the 
location of the largest telescope in America, the Hubble telescope in space, famous 
astronomers, etc. For more information, visit: 
http://hubblesite.org/the_telescope/hubble_essentials/, http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/, 
and http://www.astras-stargate.com/astronomyday.html. 

April 22
 
~ Jelly Bean Day: Jelly beans have been around since biblical times. Jelly 

Belly is the most well-known variety of this confection. Purchase a variety of Jelly 
Bellies and jelly beans for a taste comparison activity. Have the residents vote for 
their favorite flavor. Demonstrate how mixing two flavors of Jelly Belly candies can 
result in a new taste sensation. Use the flavor guide on the Jelly Belly website 
(http://www.jellybelly.com/fun_stuff/flavor_guides.aspx?guide=original50) as a 
reference. For additional information, visit: http://weirdweb.net/jelly/menu.html. 

For instructions to make a creative picture using unique materials go to next page. 
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April Craft 

For this project, you will need... 

♦ A frame (shop garage sales for 
used frames. Have volunteers 
spray paint the frames different 
colors.) 

♦ A piece of cardstock or other stiff 
paper or foam board 

♦ A glue gun (use a cool glue gun 
with the residents) or Tacky glue 

♦ Glue sticks 

♦ A bunch of different sized buttons 
(ask for donations if you don’t 
have lots already) 

♦ A ruler (A T-square works best) 

♦ A pencil and eraser 

1. This project works best with a solid colored frame. 

2. Have a volunteer cut colored cardstock, stiff paper or foam board to fit inside the 
frame. 

3. Use the ruler or t-square to create a border on 
the paper, centering your design. (The design 
can be anything. Look through children’s 
coloring books for ideas. Use carbon paper to 
trace the design in the center of the prepared 
card stock or stiff paper.) 

4. Mark the edges lightly with a pencil. 

5. While the glue gun is warming up, have the 
residents sort through the buttons and gather 
the ones they would like to work with. 
(Encourage the residents to choose a variety of 
sizes and colors.) 

6. Use decorative pearls, beads, or rhinestones to 
fill in any gaps in the design. 
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7. Use the glue gun or tacky glue to glue each button into the outline of the image 
being created. (Layering the buttons creates a thick effect which is visually more 
successful than laying buttons next to one another. Think of the work as a coloring 
sheet, only you're using buttons to fill in the design.) 

8. Pull any loose, stringy "hairs" that the glue gun might've left behind. 

9. Once the glue is dry, place the “picture” into the frame. 

10. Attach a picture hanger to the back of the frame. 

You don’t need to choose a character, flower, bird, object or animal for your picture. 
Residents who are hesitant to participate can create an abstract picture and glue the 
buttons in whatever pattern they choose. Sometimes these turn out the best. 

The object is to have fun and be creative. This makes a great intergenerational activity. 


