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"The strength of the team is each individual member.  
The strength of each member is the team." 

 ~ Phil Jackson 
 

The above-stated quote by Phil Jackson, American professional basketball executive, 

coach and player, not only helps shape an athlete’s mindset when performing on the 

court; it helps capture the importance and significance of every NAAP member’s role 

within our association.  The difference between a successful association and its failure 

is dependent on each member’s involvement throughout the year.  I can vividly 

remember my first ‘vote’ as a fledgling NAAP member; winter 2007.  I quickly learned 

that one way I was going to help do my part was to be proactive in our association’s 

‘building’ process.  Furthermore, I learned that a responsible member is one who 

excites and encourages others to work together toward our association’s common 

vision and goals.  Louisa May Alcott said it so well; “It takes two flints to make a fire.” 

As we prepare for the upcoming 2017 board elections, “Call for Presentations” and 

Nominations of Awards, I propose the following items for each member to consider: 

v Attend as many local, state and national association meetings, seminars and 
conferences as possible. 

v Become familiar and proactive with your local, state and national association’s 
charge, history, agenda and membership. 

v Demonstrate commitment to collaborative activities with other members. 
v Participate in committees, at the local, state and national levels, especially 

helping develop and enhance research and strategies promoting and supporting 
our residents’ Quality of Lives. 



v Submit a “Call for Presentations” packet and present at your next local, state or 
national conference!  Share your knowledge and expertise with others! 

v Be available for mentoring activities and training programs, especially helping 
new Activity Professionals and members. 

v Help your associations maintain accurate contact information including regular 
mail/work addresses, telephone, fax and E-mails. 

v Keep updated with each association’s website information and e-Blasts. 
v Get to know your NAAP State Contact and communicate regularly offering 

suggestions, praises and concerns that will benefit the association. 
v Identify, cultivate, recruit and nominate qualified individuals to serve on local, 

state and national boards. 
v Nominate ‘shining star’ healthcare professionals for local, state and national 

recognition.  It is wonderful to give back to others and acknowledge what they 
have done throughout the year for our residents. 

v Finally, mark your calendars and vote! 
  

“Call for Presentations” for the 2017 National Conference in Denver is in progress right 

now.  The deadline is September 30. 

Nominations for board positions is also in progress and the deadline is September 1.   

The brand new NAAP Awards Nominations have been recently updated and are ready 

to go!  Think about nominating someone who deserves national recognition and 

complete the on-line nomination form!  

These three things are all on the NAAP website.  Take time today to check out the 

website, www.naap.info, and begin making a meaningful difference!  Remember that 

each board member is available for questions, comments, or simply to talk about 

anything that you would like to discuss.  E-mails and phone numbers are listed 

alongside each board member’s photograph on the website. 

“I am a member of a team, and I rely on the team, I defer to it and sacrifice for it, 
because the team, not the individual, is the ultimate champion.” 

~ Mia Hamm 


